Freshman English Syllabus

Mrs. Burrows

Freshman English is a class in literature, writing, and English grammar. We will study short stories, poems, plays, and novels, including Romeo and Juliet, Witness, and To Kill a Mockingbird. You can expect to do a lot of writing this year, including an autobiography project. We will complete 20 weekly vocabulary lessons, and we will devote a portion of this school year to the study of English grammar.

Rules for Success

If you can follow these guidelines, you should be successful in this class.

1. Treat yourself, other people, and personal property with respect.

2. Come to class ready and willing to learn everyday.

3. Use time wisely and responsibly.

4. Take responsibility for your own success.

Classroom Rules

1. No food or drink allowed in the classroom.

2. Do not speak when others are speaking.

3. Do not disrupt other students’ learning.

4. No cussing.

5. Follow instructions.

6. Keep your hands and your feet to yourself – no roughhousing. 

Behavior and Detention Policies

1. Please come to class on time with all of your materials (book, notebook, paper, pencil, assignments, vocabulary book, etc.). If you need to leave the room at any time to retrieve materials that you have forgotten, you will be required to serve a 15-minute detention. 

2. If you are not in your seat when the bell rings, you will be counted tardy. The tardy policy found in the student handbook will be strictly enforced. After your fifth tardy, you will lose the privilege of leaving the classroom. After your tenth tardy, you will lose the privilege of earning extra credit. After your fifteenth tardy, you will lose the opportunity to turn in any work late.

3. In general, if you are behaving in a manner inappropriate for the classroom, I will first give you a warning. If the inappropriate behavior continues, you will be assigned a 15-minute detention to be served before or after school. If the problem continues, your detention will be doubled. If the problem is still not resolved, you will be sent to the office. Your parents may be contacted as well. Any time you are sent to the office or choose to spend the hour in the office, you will be required to serve a 30-minute detention.

4. If you receive a detention, you must serve it either on the day you receive the detention or the next school day. If you do not, I will add the amount of the original detention each day until you serve it. (If your detention was 15 minutes, I will add 15 minutes each day until you serve it.) If you refuse to serve your detention, you will be referred to the office according to the policy found in the student handbook. As long as you have any unserved detention, you will lose the privileges of leaving the classroom, earning extra credit, and turning in late work.

5. I will allow students to use the restroom or get a drink at the end of the class if the class is working on assignments individually. If students abuse this privilege, it may be taken away on an individual or a class-wide basis. If we are doing group work or whole class lecture or discussion, I will not allow you to leave the room, so please don’t ask.

Assignment Policies

1. When you miss class due to unforeseen circumstances, it is your responsibility to see me before school the day you return to get your assignments. It is your responsibility to turn in your missing assignments in a timely manner. (I generally allow one day for each day you were gone.) It is not my responsibility to track you down. Do not interrupt class to ask for assignments. Please check the class folder for any handouts you may have missed.

2. When you miss class due to an event or activity you know about ahead of time (a ball game, for example), it is your responsibility to see me before or after school at least one day in advance to get your assignments. Your assignments are due when you return.

3. When you turn in a missing assignment, place it in the late work folder by the door. Make sure the assignment contains your name, the date you are turning it in, the date you were absent, and the reason you were absent. Please tell me when you place an assignment in the folder.

4. When an assignment is due, I will direct you how to turn it in. Do not just put it on my desk.

6. I do not accept late papers except on major writing assignments. Writing assignments may be turned in late with a deduction of 10% off each day the assignment is late. No other assignments may be turned in late without an Oops.
7. Please put your name on all assignments and write legibly.

8. If you are caught cheating or plagiarizing any assignment, you will receive no credit for that assignment. There may be additional consequences, depending on the severity of the offense.

Specific Policies

1. Please do not open or close the window or adjust the thermostat. If you are uncomfortable, tell me.

2. Unless you are otherwise directed, you should be in your seat when the bell rings to begin class, and you should stay there until the end of class. 

3. The bell does not dismiss you from class – I do. Please wait to be dismissed before leaving your seat.

4. Please do not touch my belongings (things on my desk, posters, pictures, etc.) without direct permission. My desk, the paraprofessional’s desk, and the area behind these desks are off-limits unless you have my permission. My podium and the items on it are also off-limits unless you have permission. Do not write on desks, yourself, other students, textbooks, or the chalkboard without permission.

Notebook

You will be required to keep a Freshman English notebook. You will need to purchase a large three-ring binder to be used solely for this class. You will also need to purchase a package of five dividers. The notebook should be divided into the following sections:


1. MUG Shots


2. Grammar


3.  Vocabulary


4. Literature


5. Writing Assignments

You are required to bring your notebook to class every day. I will periodically check your notebooks for a grade. You may not know ahead of time when I will grade your notebooks, so make sure you keep them up.

MUG Shots

You will begin each class with a MUG shot sentence designed to help you identify and correct errors in mechanics, usage, and grammar. Each Friday I will give you the next week’s sentences. When the bell rings, you should be in your seat correcting your MUG shot sentence. Each week you will also be responsible for correcting a MUG shot paragraph. These may picked up for a grade without warning.

Vocabulary

Vocabulary is due Wednesdays. Tests will be on Fridays.

Writing Assignments

On major writing assignments or projects, I will accept late papers with a deduction of 10 points for each day the paper is late. Please note that I only accept late work on major writing assignments, which we take through the writing process – you will receive no credit for daily work if you hand it in late.

Grading

Your grades will be figured on a point system. Some assignments will be worth more points than others and will thus affect your grade more significantly. Your grade will be based on writing assignments, tests, quizzes, homework assignments, completion of your notebook, book reports, and class participation.

Book Reports

You will be required to complete one book report each nine-weeks except the final quarter. You will be given your assignment at the beginning of each nine-weeks. It is your responsibility to have your book approved and complete your book report outside of class. It is unlikely that you will be given class time to work on your book reports, which will be a major part of your grade.

Oops! Card

You will each receive a Oops! Card. You may use this card three times. It may be used three different ways.

· To get out of a 15-minute detention.

· To turn in a daily assignment late without penalty.

· To turn in a major writing assignment or project one day late without penalty.

